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Republicans in the House yesterday 
continued their assault on the spend- 
ing programs of the former Demo- 
cratic Congress by voting to eliminate 
$7.2 billion in low-income housing 
funds and the entire 1995 increase in 
funding for President Clinton’s signa- 
ture national service corps. 

The actions of four House Appro- 
priations subcommittees yesterday 
brought the total cuts approved this 
week to nearly $17 billion, or about 
6 percent of what Congress autho- 
rized but had not yet spent for non- 
military programs other than entitle- 
ments in the current budget: 

The savings will offset the costs of 
emergency federal disaster relief to 
California and other states, and 
leave at least $10 billion to apply to 
tax cuts and deficit reduction in line 
with the House Republican “Con- 
tract With America.” 

But Rep. David R. Obey (D-Wis.), 
ranking member of the House Appro- 
priations Committee, charged that the 


GOP was simply putting together “a 
large honey pot” to finance tax breaks 
that will go mainly to the rich. 

White House Chief of Staff Leon 
E. Panetta sharply criticized the ac- 
tion. “These recisions are in the 
same spirit as the child nutrition cuts 
that the Republicans have already 
proposed. They are aimed directly at 
the most vulnerable in our society, 
especially our children,” he said. 

The cuts must still be approved by 
the full House Appropriations Com- 
mittee, the House and the Senate, 
and could be vetoed by the presi- 
dent. But in the meantime. Republi- 
cans, in proposing the deepest 
spending reductions since the early 
Reagan administration, are making 
the point that not a single favorite 
Democratic program of the last 40 
years is safe from the budget ax. 

That was clear yesterday as an 
appropriations subcommittee pro- 
posed deep reductions in long-sacro- 
sanct housing programs for the poor, 
while reducing funding for NASA by 
only $66 million. 

See SPENDING, A14, CoL 4 


Panel Votes to End 
Lunch Program 

■ Despite concerns 
expressed by President 
Clinton and two Cabinet 
departments, the House 
Economic and Educational 
Opportunities Committee 
voted yesterday to repeal the 
National School Lunch Act, 
turning the school feeding 
program and other nutrition 
programs for the poor over 
to the states. While critics 
said that needy children will 
be shortchanged. 

Republicans said the 
programs are being 
increased and will gain in 
efficiency. The measure, part 
of a broad effort to reform 
the nation’s welfare system, 
now moves to the full House. 
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The trimming of $7.2 billion in 
funds for public housing, rent subsi- 
dies, block grants, lead-paint removal 
and other programs appeared to catch 
administration officials by surprise. 

“This is massive,” Housing Secre- 
tary Henry Cisneros said. “For the 
first time since November 8, we see 
exactly what kind of damage the new 
leadership is willing to inflict on poor 
people.” 

Cisneros said one cut of $2.7 bil- 
lion completely wiped out the 1995 
allocation of the rental subsidy 
vouchers known as “Section 8.” Of 
that amount, HUD had targeted 

12.000 vouchers to homeless peo- 
ple, 3,000' to AIDs sufferers and 

2.000 to move young disabled peo- 
ple out of elderly housing. 

He also estimated that cutting 
$465 million to preserve existing 
housing for poor tenants made it 
possible that as many as 27,000 poor 
people could be evicted to make way 
for redevelopment. 

“We have in front of us the stark 
reality of cuts that will hurt people 
and hurt people soon,” Cisneros said. 
“For a [Republican] leadership that 
says it wants to build a par tner ship 
with communities, this is a serious 
blow to communities.” 

In many cases, Cisneros said, allo- 
cated money would now have to be 
taken back, an action sure to pro- 
voke lawsuits. One public housing 
cut of $549 million will effectively 
stop destruction of eyesore projects 
in New York, Detroit, Seattle, St. 
Louis, Memphis, Indianapolis, El 
Paso and San Antonio, he said. 

Criticism of the cuts from housing 
activists was even stronger. “If they 
only take $66 million from NASA 
and $7.2 billion from HUD, that's to- 
tally racist, and an insult to Afro- 
American poor people,” said Jim 
McNeill, president of the National 
Alliance of HUD Tenants. 


But Rep. Jerry Lewis (R-Calif.), 
who chairs the subcommittee with 
jurisdiction over HUD, the Veterans 
Affairs Department, NASA and the 
Environmental Protection Agency, 
defended the reductions. “HUD has 
been notoriously inefficient and bu- 
reaucratic,” he said. 

Lewis noted that his subcommit- 
tee had been willing to take on a 
powerful constituency that has been 
spared from budget cutting — veter- 
ans — by proposing $158 million in 
reductions in major construction 
projects for veterans. 

Also targeted was the EPA. The 
subcommittee withdrew $1.3 billion 
appropriated last year for a safe 
drinking water fund from which 
communities could draw. 

“With so many complaints coming 
from the Hill about unfunded man- 
dates, we are miffed at why they 
would cut out the funding we are 
trying to give to a mandate,” said an 
EPA spokesman. 

Daniel Rosenberg, a drinking wa- 
ter specialist at U.S. PIRG, called 
the action “ridiculous . . . Congress’s 
goal should be to strengthen the 
drinking water statute and fund it 
fully, but they are doing the oppo- 
site.” But the cruelest cut for the 
Clinton administration may have 
been the deletion of all $210 million 
of new funding allowed Last year for 
the president’s national service 
corps, cutting it back to its 1994 lev- 
el of $370 million. Lewis said that 
the reduction will still allow the ad- 
ministration to make good on com- 
mitments to volunteers but “puts us 
on a very clear path toward incre- 
mental phaseout of the program.” 

Democrats were also rebuffed yes- 
terday when they tried to push 
through Clinton’s request for $6.7 bil- 
lion in relief for California floods and 
earthquake damage and other disaster 
aid. Lewis’s panel cut the amount to 
$5.3 billion, on grounds that the Fed- 
eral Emergency Management Agency 


has sufficient funds on hand to contin- 
ue relief efforts into 1997. 

Democrats are particularly angry 
that a portion of the housing reduc- 
tions will be used to offset costs of 
disaster relief, since under budget 
law such emergency aid can be given 
without coming up with compensat- 
ing savings. 

“I don’t support creating a whole 
host of other disasters for millions of 
other Americans,” said Rep. Louis 
Stokes (D-Ohio). 

Deep as the reductions have been, 
they have not satisfied some fiscal 
conservatives. Late Wednesday, for 
example. Rep. Ernest J. Istook Jr. 
(R-Okla.) pushed through an amend- 
ment in his subcommittee that pro- 
duced an additional $1.3 billion in 
sayings by terminating funding for 
1995 and 1996 summer youth pro- 
grams. 

An Istook aide said that the Gen- 
eral Accounting Office had informed 
his office that “there is no indication 
that this program is effective.” 

In a statement yesterday, Educa- 
tion Secretary Richard W. Riley said 
he was “deeply concerned” about 
cuts voted Wednesday in education 
programs, including the “Goals 
2000” initiatives designed to create 
stronger academic s tan dards 

In other action yesterday, other 
House appropriations panels: 

■ Cut $351 million from transporta- 
tion programs, including $7.8 million 
from the Northeast Corridor high- 
speed rail project. 

■ Trimmed $30.5 million appropri- 
ated last year for activities autho- 
rized by Clinton’s crime legislation. 

■ Trimmed $30 million in grants to 
create government-industry part- 
nerships in information highway 
technology, an initiative of Vice 
President Gore. 

Staff writers Ann Devroy, Gary Lee 
and Guy Gugliotta contributed to 
this report. 



